water system master plan update


SECTION 5

TREATMENT

EVALUATION

The evaluation of the City’s water treatment plant was based on information provided by City staff. The plant is generally in good condition and has historically operated as designed. There are three problems that exist:

· The filter bed plate has had problems with hard water build-up and it also has numerous leaks. Operators are required to acid wash the filter bed plate frequently to remove the hard water build-up.

· The filter media is continuously leaking out of the bed plate joints and has to be replaced.

· The filter media is mixing to a point where it could negatively affect the finished water quality.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Although generally in good condition, the water treatment plant is experiencing problems that require attention.  It is recommended that the City complete an evaluation of the plant to determine alternatives available for resolving the existing problems.  Alternatives could range from repair of the filter bed plates to complete conversion of the plant to another treatment process.  An evaluation study would cost about $5,000.  Repairs or improvements could cost from $50,000 to $500,000, depending on the alternative selected. 
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